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McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SPECIAL MEETING 
MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 28, 2020 
 
1 CALL TO ORDER  
 
The special meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 1:33 p.m. by Chair Joe 
Nagel at the McLeod County Fairgrounds Agribition Building.  Commissioners Wright, Pohlmeier, Shimanski and 
Krueger were also present.  Administrator Sheila Murphy, Administrative Assistant Liz Danielson, Auditor-
Treasurer Connie M. Kurtzweg, Employee Relations Director Hannah Tjoflat and Attorney Michael Junge were 
also present.  There were 26 participants attending via Zoom video conferencing. 
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Board Chair called for a roll call of Commissioners in attendance.  Commissioners Wright, Pohlmeier Shimanski, 
Krueger and Nagel were all present. 
 
Employee Relations Director, Hannah Tjoflat, reviewed guidelines for attending meetings via zoom. 
 
2 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Wright moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda. 
 
3 DISCUSSION ON ABATEMENT OF PROPERTY TAX PENALTIES DUE TO COVID-19: 
 Connie M. Kurtzweg, Auditor-Treasurer; Colleen Robeck, Finance Director 
 

A. Discussion of COVID-19 impacts on property taxes. 
 
Auditor-Treasurer, Connie M. Kurtzweg reviewed a Power Point presentation outlining information on what the 
State has done, what Counties are allowed to do, and what other counties within Minnesota have done to date, 
as it relates to property taxes during the COVID-19 public health crisis.   
 
Ms. Kurtzweg noted that counties are not allowed to change or alter the due date set by the State of May 15.  
They are, however, allowed to consider changes to the penalties and/or abatement of penalties on late payments.  
Counties are also allowed by statute to consider individual applications for penalty abatements. 
 
To-date, 17 counties have implemented property tax relief measures, 56 counties have not and 13 counties are 
unknown.  Of the counties that have implemented relief measures, five of those counties have reduced the 
penalties, three counties have delayed penalties for those owing under a certain amount, two counties have 
implemented targeted waivers and eight counties have delayed penalties until July 15th. 
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Finance Director, Colleen Robeck, provided information on the potential ramifications of waiving penalties on 
late payments of property taxes due on May 15.  Ms. Robeck compared the current situation to the 2008 financial 
crisis and that in McLeod County during that time collected 89.77% of taxes levied for the County.  It took three 
years of recovery to reach a collection percentage of 97.25%, which is what we have seen over the last several 
years. 
 

B. Public Comments and Questions. 
 
Board Chair Nagel opened the room up to comments and questions. 
 
Michelle Sander, Business Manager for Glencoe Silver Lake schools, stated that any delay in payments due on 
May 15th would drastically impact her school district’s cash flow.  She cautioned that they would need to look 
into borrowing options, but with current timelines, monies would not be available to the district until September.  
Monies borrowed by the district would also be subject to interest. 
 
Commissioner Shimanski noted that the last recession saw a drop-off in tax collections, meaning that it may be 
possible to still collect 90 percent of tax collections on time, leaving the taxing entities to need to make up a ten 
percent gap in funding, as opposed to a 100 percent gap in funding alternatives.  He also urged that anything the 
Board can do to continue to stimulate tax payments on time would greatly benefit all entities. 
 
Commissioner Pohlmeier reiterated that it is difficult to change things too much now. He noted one option would 
be to follow what most other counties are doing and make no decision for the May 15th deadline and instead save 
this discussion for the Fall payment deadline, when things might be just as bad or worse for the economy. 
 
Commissioner Wright encouraged all entities joining the meeting today to speak up with their thoughts and input 
on how the Board should handle the decision.  He noted that we as a county are likely going to be dealing with 
this issue and balancing budgets for quite some time. 
 
Commissioner Krueger is sympathetic to everyone’s situations, but would also like to move cautiously and 
perhaps reconsider revisiting the subject in the fall.  He noted the need to keep both local governments and 
businesses going as best we can during this time. 
 
Michelle Sander, Business Manager for Glencoe Silver Lake schools, again addressed the board and reiterated 
that she understands the predicament many business owners are struggling with, but cautioned that the schools 
simply do not have enough time to look at alternative cash options.  She stated that November would be better 
timing to revisit the subject. 
 
Commissioner Nagel questioned whether there was an option to alter the percentage of the penalty and inquired 
what the current penalty is. 
 
Ms. Kurtzweg noted that revisions to the penalty rate are acceptable.  Currently the penalties for Homesteads, 
Cabins and Agricultural Homesteads is 2% until June 1st, 4% until July 1st and 5% until August 1st, 6% until 
September 1st and 7% until October 1st, 8% thereafter.  Non-homestead penalties are 4% until June 1st, 8% until 
July 1st, 9% until August 1st, 10% until September 1st, 11% until October 1st and 12% thereafter.  Administrator 
Sheila Murphy noted that a late payment schedule is available for reference on the County’s website. 
 






